LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of  April Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday,  2017 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:


Councillor Mick Cahill, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –   Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler,  



Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey, John Duffy, Gerard Farrell, 





Padraig Loughrey, Luie McEntire, Martin Mulleady,




Colm Murray, Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly,





Paul Ross, Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock.





                                                                                                                        

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.





Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.





Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.
On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor M. Cahill, it was agreed that Standing Orders be suspended to consider correspondence received from Longford County Citizens Information Service Ltd. 

On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed that the following resolution be forwarded to the Minister for Social Protection  -

“That Longford County Council call on the Minister for Social Protection, Mr. Leo Varadkar T.D to issue a directive under Section 9 of the Citizens Information Act 2007 to the Citizens Information Board directing it to abandon proposals to abolish the local MABS and CIS Companies delivering very important services to the most vulnerable in our society and to replace them with Regional Companies far removed from, and unfamiliar with, local issues.”

It was further and that this resolution  be circulated to the Association of Irish Local Government and that Minister Varadkar be requested to receive a deputation from Longford County Council regarding this issue.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly, the Minutes of Committee Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 1st February 2017, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly, the Minutes of Committee Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 8th March 2017, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on the 8th February 2017
as circulated, were noted.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.
The Chief Executive Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated with the Agenda, was noted.
ATTENDANCE OF JUDE O’NEILL, HEAD OF SOCIAL CARE, DUBLIN-MID LEINSTER HEALTH SERVICE EXECUTIVE.
The members expressed concern that, in some instances, it may be necessary for a number of clients from the South Longford area to utilise respite beds in Ballinasloe rather than wait for a bed in Laurel Lodge. The members queried why there are no Respite Beds in St. Joseph’s Care Centre. 
Jude stated that there is a procurement process for prospective nursing home providers to supply respite beds. He confirmed that the six patients who had been relocated to St. Josephs from St. Vincent’s Hospital in Athlone would be returning to Athlone in the near future.  This, in turn, could provide further opportunities to supplement Longford’s respite bed provision in the future. 

Jude confirmed to the members that the HSE is not planning to downgrade St. Joseph’s Care Centre. He added that the shortage of qualified nurses in the country is also aggravating the problem.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed that the HSE be requested to immediately redesignate four beds in St. Joseph’s Care Centre as respite beds. 

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, HUMAN RESOURCES & CORPORATE SERVICES, CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES.
Planning Applications.
The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Draft Annual Report 2016
On the proposal of Councillor  M. Cahill  seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Draft Annual Report 2016 prepared in accordance with Section 21 of Local Government Act 2001, as circulated. 
B. Heslin stated that the 2016 Services Indicators and the annual progress report in relation to the implementation of the Corporate Plan – revised format, will be included in the final 2016 Annual Report which will be presented to the members in June. 

Review of 2015 – 2019 Corporate Plan.
It was noted that a review of the 2015 – 2019 Corporate Plan is ongoing.
Recommendation from Corporate Policy Group.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor  M. Carrigy, it was unanimously agreed  that a Civic Reception be held on the 22nd June to honour  
Mr. Matt Farrell, Edgeworthstown, who received Ireland's Heritage Hero Award presented by the Heritage Council.

Creative Ireland Programme 2017.
Ms. Mary Carleton-Reynolds, County Librarian, gave a comprehensive presentation regarding the Creative Ireland Programme 2017, which is an all-government legacy programme inspired by community response to Ireland 2016.  It is a five-year initiative placing culture and creativity at the centre of public policy, recognising that creative people are key to the new economy and building on existing work and improving communication, collaboration and community empowerment .

The Programme is led by the local authority which will develop a programme for 2017 and a strategy 2017-22.
The membership of the Culture Team comprises representatives from the following - Library, Arts, Heritage, Archives, Enterprise, Planning, Education, Backstage and members from Cultural Strategic Policy Committee i.e. representative from each Municipal District.
Mary gave a summary of the progress to date and detailed the three events organised for Cruinniu na Casca – Easter Monday  -  Explore Creative Longford Tour, Creative Ardagh Family Event and Ceremony of Light at the Abbey in Abbeyshrule.

Barbara complimented Mary for her work on the Programme  and the members for allocating funding to the “In Celebration of” initiative during the Budget process.
Music Generation
B. Heslin stated that Music Generation is an organisation charged with non-schools music education in Ireland.  Music Generation Partnership is an initiative introduced by Music Generation to establish structured and sustainable voice and instrumentation training and education at all levels.  Longford County Council, in partnership with the Education Training Board, has submitted an Expression of Interest for the current Scheme. A Working Group has been established comprising practitioners and interested partners from the music industry and is chaired by Councillor Mae Sexton. The group is currently consulting with primary and secondary schools, private music schools and music tutors to try and map the current music provision in the County. Once this is established the group will develop proposed action plan and complete the application.
Membership of Working Groups and Sub-Committees.
The membership of working groups and sub-committees was discussed and the members requested, that in future, nominations to any committees/working groups be considered and approved by the full Council. 
The executive confirmed that the membership of the Creative Ireland Culture Team was approved by the Planning and Development and Cultural Strategic Policy Committee. If a  member wishes to join any sub-committee/working group, they should inform the relevant Director of Services. 
On the proposal of Councillor M. Carrigy seconded by Councillor M. Casey, it was agreed that Councillor P. Nolan be nominated to the Creative Ireland Culture Team.

Variation to County Development Plan.

B. Heslin informed the members that it is proposed to carry out a variation of the current County Development Plan with a view to encouraging the usage of natural gas in anticipation of a national gas pipeline coming to Longford.  Notification of the planned changes will be published in the local press with submissions being sought from the general public.
Tourism Seminar.

Barbara gave details regarding a Tourism Seminar which will be held in Backstage Theatre on Tuesday, 25th April at 2.00 p.m.  John Brennan, Managing Director, Park Hotel, Kenmare will address the Seminar.   Barbara encouraged the members to attend and invite anyone who is involved in tourism in the County. Barbara explained that this forms part of a new initiative to promote Longford at regional and national level.
FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that two Public Liability Claims were received during March 2017.
Notices of Motions.
Rateable Valuations.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillors M. Carrigy and P. Ross and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan –

“I call on Minister Coveney to  freeze the current rates re valuations in light of the
proposed new legislation being brought before the Dail this year.   I would ask that the declared  profits of a business would be the basis on which the rate would be determined.” 
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Mr. Simon Coveney, T.D., Minister for Housing, Planning, Community & Local Government.

Attic Youth Project.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor  S. Butler  -

“I call on Longford County Council to support the Attic Youth Project in sourcing  funding to maintain their core services and their facility.”

J. McKeon, Head of Finance, informed the members that it was stated at the Longford Municipal District meeting held on 25th January 2017 that:-

'Longford County Council do not provide any funding for the operational or staffing costs for 

any external third-party organisation such as Attic House.

However, Longford County Council do agree to provide, on a once-off basis, funding for a

Feasibility Study that will address (inter alia):

· The long term Sustainability of the Project. 

· Identification of future funding streams.

· Development of a Long-Term Funding Model for the Project.

· Establishment and nurturing of links with other Agencies in a mutually beneficial manner.

· The Governance & Management of Attic House.

This feasibility study must have clear Terms of Reference and a pre-determined timeframe'. 

for delivery.'     This remains the position.

On 24th March 2017 Attic House submitted a proposal to Longford County Council identifying Foroige as the youth organisation of choice to carry out the above feasibility study.  They have stated that this feasibility study is expected to run for 12 months, starting in May 2017 and will cost €10,000.

John recommended that this Motion be considered by the Corporate Policy Group, as this funding (or portion of this funding) will have to come from the Members Countywide Fund.

HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE, ENVIRONMENT & EMERGENCY SERVICES.
Disposal of Rural House at Toneen, Moydow, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Mick Cahill, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of Rural House at Toneen, Moydow, Co. Longford  to Bernard Hanley, Main Street, Rooskey, Co. Roscommon  in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 20th March 2017.
CLAR Funding. 

Details regarding funding under the 2017 CLÁR Scheme, as circulated, was noted.
Notices of Motions.

Flouridation of Water Supply.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor  G. Warnock  -

“That this Council support my call for a Ministerial Order to be sought to discontinue the fluoridation of our water supply in light of the fact that it is costing the State €33million a year.”
Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor P. Loughrey seconded that the fluoridation of water continue.

A vote was taken  -

For Councillor Nolan’s proposal 

Councillors P. Brady, J. Browne, M. Carrigy.








J. Duffy, P. Nolan, P. Ross and G. Warnock.








Total  -  7

For Councillor Butler’s counter proposal
Councillor S. Butler, M. Cahill, P. Loughrey,







M. Mulleady and P. O’Toole.








Total  - 5

Councillor M. Sexton abstained from voting.

Councillor Nolan’s Motion was declared carried.Housing Projects.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor  M. Mulleady   -

“I call on NAMA to provide funds to help the development of housing projects. At present 
the cost of borrowing funds is in the region of 12-14%.”

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to NAMA outlining the details of Councillor Carrigy’s Motion. 

“Sleep out for Simon”
The members of the Council requested that it be clarified in the media that there are no persons sleeping rough in County Longford.  It was noted that fourteen people who presented as homeless up until 31st March this year had been adequately housed.

Social Housing Investment Programme.
J. Brannigan confirmed that the funding allocated is for the construction of 14 housing units in Drumlish.
GENERAL.
Notices of Motions.
Child Psychologist.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor P. Brady  -

“That the HSE in Longford employ an additional Child Psychologist to cover the current
Longford Psychologist’s maternity leave and retain this person until the waiting list in 
Longford is reduced.”
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the HSE regarding this issue. 
Campaign of the NUJ Local News Matters.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillors M. Sexton and P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor  G. Warnock  -

"That this Council notes the campaign of the NUJ Local News Matters and recognises the importance of local media in reporting on local government and informing citizens about the 
work undertaken on their behalf by elected representatives and local authorities and 
agencies."
This was agreed by the members. 

Correspondence – circulated.
Letter dated 7th March 2017 received from the Office of the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, regarding funding for Local Improvement Schemes was noted.
Letter dated 10th March 2017 received from the Office of the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, regarding GLAS payments was noted.
Letter dated 15th March 2017 received from Office of the Minister for Transport,  Tourism and Sport, regarding the treatment of invasive plant species  (Japanese Knotweed) was noted.
Letter dated 28th March 2017 received from the Office of the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation regarding “Zero Hour Contracts” was noted. 
Letter dated 28th March 2017 received from Irish Water regarding the water main at Main Street, Ballymahon was noted.
Training.
Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
10th May 2017.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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